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5.2 Enhanced Executive Summary 
Crime rates have increased significantly over recent months and years, 
specifically urban crime rate. The number of females incarcerated in Malaysian 
prisons grew from 2909 in 1998 to 3511 in the year 2000 (15.07 rate per 100,000 
inhabitants) (Malaysian Crime Index, 2002). A total of 34 female prisoners were 
interviewed face-to-face at the Kajang Prison to explore their socio-demographic 
characteristics and family background. Incarcerated females at the Kajang 
Prison are mainly charged for possession and usage of various forms of drugs. 
Recidivism was only seen in the female drug dependents, some of whom had 
been in and out of prison more than five times. The women were mainly in the 30-
39 age group and had been married before, though a higher proportion were 
divorced at the time of interview. All those who were married had children. The 
imprisonment seems harder on these women as they are totally dependent on the 
support system to care for their children. In majority of the cases, there is no 
contact with the younger children and strained relationships with the older 
children. In many cases, both the female and her husband/boyfriend were both in 
prison as crime was carried out together with one pan abetting with the other. 
About half the women grew up in broken homes. A higher percentage of the 
women had fathers who were unpleasant and were physically and emotionally 
absent during their growing up years. These women who have ended up in prison 
after having grown up in broken homes currently have children who are also in 
broken homes as their mothers and at times, their fathers too, are absent from their 
lives. Hence, the cycle of violence continues. 
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5.3 Introduction 
The criminal behavior of women has been studied less than that of men. This 
could be because women commit fewer crimes than men, especially violent 
offences, and also because female crime would typically be carried out in 
private and domestic spheres. In addition, women's roles as mothers, society's 
taboo towards female violence and consequent denial have possibly reduced 
the concern of this issue. In Malaysia, out of 39, 258 prisoners in 2008, only 9% 
were females (Malaysian Stats, 2009). 
Historically, women have been more likely to commit minor offenses and have 
made up only a small proportion of the offender population. It is generally 
accepted that women commit a small share of all crimes, which are less serious 
and less professional in nature, resulting in their smaller representation within the 
criminal justice system (Heidensohn, 1994). This suggests that gender may be of 
greater statistical significance in differentiating between criminals and non-
criminals than any other characteristic (Worrall. 2001). However, globally, there is 
a rising trend.in the percentage of female offenders and their participation in 
violent crime. The increase is related to personality characteristics, substance 
misuse and prior criminal behavior of the offenders (Putkonen, Komulainen, 
Virkkunen, Eronen & Lonnqvist, 2003). 
Though the numbers of the offenders seem insignificant, this research was carried 
out to have an in-depth understanding of who the female offenders in Malaysia 
are and what types of crimes are they incarcerated for. More than half of the 
female prison population in Malaysia is made up of foreigners from poorer 
neighboring countries with immigration offenses being the highest in terms of 
committed crimes. The focus of this research however was only the Malaysian 
female offenders, which makes up a much smaller percentage than the 9% 
stated above. 
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